
Spring 2016 Student Success Provocative 
Ideas Series for Faculty and Staff 

 

Sponsored by the Student Success Council, the Office of Student Success, 
and the Faculty Center for Teaching Excellence at Indiana State University. 

 
 

The Best of the TED Radio Hour with 
Implications for Student Success 
Join in a lively discussion and reflection of our favorite 
TED Radio Hour broadcasts and their link to student 
success. Come for the free coffee, chocolate, and deep 
thinking. 

March 30, and April 5; 12-1pm; Faculty Center for Teaching Excellence (FCTE). 

 
Back by Popular Demand: More on the 
Hidden Brain 
This enormously popular session in January stimulated us to reprise it. 
This time we offer it three times, focused on the below topics. 
 

Near Wins, And Not Quites: How Almost Winning Can Be 
Motivating; April 13, 12-1pm, FCTE 

 

The Science of Compassion; April 21, 12-1pm, FCTE 
 

In The Classroom, Common Ground Can Transform GPAs 
April 28, 12-1pm, FCTE 

 

 

Listen and Tweet  
We invite you to listen to a particular 2-5 minute podcast by Shankar 
Vedantam and tweet about it to the FCTE Twitter account during the 
week indicated (click “Follow” on the FCTE website to get started). Each 
title below is a hotlink or you can Google it to find it. 
 
Students' Work Ethic Affected by Peer Groups, Desire to be Popular 
Teachers can become frustrated when students don't seem to try hard when it 
comes to schoolwork. There's a surprising explanation of why some students 
might not be putting their best effort forward.  Week of March 28. 
 

Hard Evidence: Teachers' Unconscious Biases Contribute to Gender Disparity  Girls often 
outperform boys in science and math at an early age but are less likely to choose tough courses in high school. 
An Israeli experiment demonstrates how biases of teachers affect students. Week of April 4. 
 

Researchers Link Feelings of Disgust and Ethical Behavior  Research finds that people respond to 
feelings of disgust by trying to protect themselves from it — and this can quickly translate into self-interested 
behavior and cheating. Week of April 11. 

 

Provocative Idea 
Tending or serving to provoke, incite, or stimulate unconventional 
thinking about a process or problem and its potential solution(s). 
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